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The Participants of the Toka-Ebisu “Opening of the Gate” Ceremony in Nishinomiya Shinto Shrine (2)

ARAKAWA, Hironori

Abstract
Every year on January 10th, the main gate (known as the “Great Red Gate”) at Nishinomiya Shrine in Nishinomiya City, Hyogo
Prefecture, is opened at 6 AM for visitors to proceed to the main shrine. The event is known as the Toka-Ebisu “Opening of the Gate”
Ceremony. The first three people to arrive at the main shrine are designated Fuku-otoko (lit. “Men of fortune™).
Media coverage of the event has increased from year to year, with not just local Kansai-area media but also the national television
networks in Japan. Nowadays, we call this “Opening of the Gate” is not “Event” but “Ceremony”.

From Last report (48" of annual reports), was focus on the participants’ attributes and motives for ceremonies. I started researching
about participants with questionnaires form 2001. In that report, | showed 4-year questionnaire results from 2001 through 2004. | clarify
that about their motives and thoughts for this ceremony from an analysis result.

In 2004, there was serious incident around this festival. From 2003, one participant planned to become first winner as “Fuku-otoko”
with group work. At first, he and his friends gathered bunch of runners, and waited front of the gate from 7 days before 10'" of January. So
that they could “Block” other participants after the festival was started. In 2004, this participant won as the first winner. But lots of TV
media and newspaper broadcasted him as a “cheater”. Also on the web, there were lots of claims and criticizing about this participant and
festival. After those arguments, this participant sent back the title of “Ichiban-Fuku (first winner of Fuku-otoko)” to the shrine. Also
Nishinomiya shrine and other participants considered about those issues deeply. After some conferences, the committee of the “Opening
of the Gate” Ceremony was formed by participants and regional leaders in 2008. This report would be focused on these movements and
the participants around 2005 to 2015. These approaching with documentary method and mass statistical analysis would be important to
understand about recent movements of the festival.
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