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Various Motifs from Folklore in Films
KIDA, Yumiko

Abstract
One motif or theme found in the Bible, Greek and Roman myths, folktales and legends is followed ky contemporary people.
Storytellers from ancient times to the present have used the same motif in stories as in stories found in Genesis in the Bible and
Greek myths: the creation of earth, Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Moses and Christ, dragon slayers, blacksmith, the mortals who
turn into the immortals. Today we find such various motifs in the films like “Samson and Delilah,” “The Chronicles of Narnia, the
Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe,” “Lord of the Rings,” and so on.

This paper will illustrate how such symbols as rings, hair mean and a mortal who once turns into an immortal should die.

Keywords: Symbols in traditional works; hair, lion, immortality
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Yes, garbed all in green was the gallant rider,

And the hair of his had was the same hue as his horse,

And floated finely like a fan round his shoulders;

And a great bushy beard on his breast flowing down,

With_the heavy hair hanging from his had,
Was shorn below the shoulder, sheared right round

So that half his arms were under the encircling hair,

Covered as by a king’s cape,_that closes at the neck.
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Boyl: It is a boy with green hair. We are waiting for you.

P: You mean I'm supposed to come?

Boy 1: We’re hoping you would.

P: What for?

Girl 1: Your green hair is very beautiful.

P: Beautiful?!

Girl 1: Yes. Green is the color of spring. It means hope.

P: A promise of a new life to come.
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Boy 1: About your hair. Did people take notice of you?

P: Did people take notice of me?

Boy 1: We thought they would. But why were you crying?

P: Because...

Boy 1: Why?

P: Just because when you cry, you woke up in the morning for
no reason at all you’ve green hair?

Boy 1: No. I would not cry.

P: You wouldn’t?

Boy 1: No. Because there’s a reason for your green hair.

P: A reason?

Boy 1: Yes!

P: A real reason?

Boy 1 @D 8 AOFHEZREL T

Boy 1: He did not know.

P: Can you tell me?

Boy 1: It is a mark of something good, like a medal.

P: A medal?

Boy 1: There’s no one else in all the world with green hair.

P: [ know. I’m making a medical history.

Girl 1: It is hard to have green hair?

P: I don’t wanna be different. I wanna be like everybody else.

Boy 1: If it’s too hard to have green hair, you don’t have to.

Girl 2: But that, of course, nobody will notice you. Nobody will
ask you why you have green hair.

Boy 1: Everywhere you go, people will say, they will say there’s
a boy with green hair and then people will ask, “Why
does he have green hair?” So, you will tell them,
“Because 1 am a war orphan. And my green hair is to
remind you that war is very bad for children.” You must
tell all the people: the Russians, Americans, Chinese,
British, French. All the people, all over the world and
that there must not ever be another war.

P: Gee.

Boy 1: If enough people will believe you, there never will be
another war and there never will be any more war
orphans.

P: But they don’t know that. They think everybody has to get
killed. The world doesn’t have been blown up. [ gotta
hurry. D'l tell them. D'l tell everybody.
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Judges 16-17  That he told her all his heart, and said unto her,
There hath not come a razor upon mine head; for I have been a
Nazarite unto God from my mother’s womb; if I be shaven, then
my strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, and be
like any other man.
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S: The moon light’s in the west by night, the sun lights by day is

not by chance. In the beginning, there was only darkness until
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one great power created light and shaped the earth and all the
things to live upon it.

D: Your invisible god?

S: My strength comes from Him.

D: How does his power reach you? Is He here with us now?
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D: Will you have all your strength?

S: As long as I keep faith in Almighty. Long time ago, I was
dedicated to Him. Many of the vows I’ve broken, but one I’ve
kept.

D: A vow has made you strong?

S: That’s much more than that. Do you remember the lion I

killed?

D: I'll never forget.

S: Strength of a lion makes him king of beasts. A rough mane
is a mark of his power. A man in the desert knows the long
flowing mane of a stallion is the mark of his power. Among
my people, they say the strongest lamb has the heaviest wool.
If it be sheared, shield of strength is gone. You see the eagle
climb the sky, but if you took two prime feathers’ tips of one
wing, mighty eagle can no longer fly. The mark of his power
is gone.

D: The mark of his power. Samson, this is the mark of your
power. It’s your hair.  If it were shorn from your head,

S: I’d be as weak as any other man.

D: You believe that your great god has given you a strength
through your hair? You do believe that, don’t you?
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The Hags made a dart at him and shrieked with triumph when




415 (200811 )

they found that he made no resistance at all. Then others- evil
dwarfs and apes-rushed in to help them, and between them they
rolled the huge Lion over on his back and tied all his four paws
together, shouting and cheering as if they had done something

brave, though, had the Lion chosen, one of those paws could

have been the death of them all. But he made no noise, ..
ZULT. 825N 7-dH &id. Then the ogre stood back and

the children, watching from their hiding-place, could see the face

of Aslan looking all small and different without its mane. The

enemies also saw the difference.
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Creature : (7 A F 22D > T) You want some milk?

Lucy: Why didn’t he fight back?

Witch: Bind him! Wait!

Let him first be shaved. Bring him to me.

Now Aslan. I'm a little disappointed in you. Did you

honestly think by this deed you could save a human

traitor? You’re giving me your life and saving no one.

So much for love.
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N3ETET B, It was quite definitely lighter by now.  Each of
the girls noticed for the first time the white face of the other.
They could see the mice nibbling away; dozens and dozens, even
hundreds, of little field mice. And at last, one by one, the ropes
were all gnawed through.

The sky in the east was whitish by now and the stars were

getting fainter—all except one very big one low down on the
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eastern horizon. They felt colder than they had been all night.
The mice crept away again.  (”The Lion, The Witch and the
Wardrobe” p.187 )
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sunrise, larger than they had seen him before, shaking his mane

There, shining in the

( for it had apparently grown again ) stood Aslan himself.
BEOHMBAZ Aslan lIKD XD ICEELFET 5,
“It means,” said Aslan, “that though the Witch knew the Deep
Magic, there is a magic deeper still which she did not know.
Her knowledge goes back only to the dawn of Time. But if she
could have looked a little further back, into the stillness and the
darkness before Time dawned, she would have read there a
different incantation. She would have known that when a
willing victim who had committed no treachery was killed in a
traitor’s stead, the Table would crack and Death itself would start
working backward. And now_” (ditto. P.191)
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If the witch knew the true meanings of sacrifice, she might’ve
interpreted the deep magic differently. And when one willing
victim who had committed no treachery was killed in a traitors’
stand, the stone table cracked. And even the death itself returns
backward.
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Yit raught shee up, and in her bosom bare
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Away a crum of Hectors dust, and left on Hectors grave

Her hory heares and tears, which for poore

offsprings shee him gave.
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Hir goodly yellowe golden haire that hanged lose and slacke

With every puffe of ayre did wave and tosse behinde hir backe.
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So fared Apollo and the Mayden: hope made Apollo swift,

And feare did make the Mayden fleete devising how to shift.

Howbeit he that did pursue of both the swifter went,

As furthered by the fathered wings that cupid had him lent,

So that he would not let hir rest, but preasedd at hir heele

So neere that through hir scatted haire she might his breathing
feele.
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... And first he thought it meete

to make a triall of the force and courage of his men

Against the towne Alcathoe where Nisus reigned then.

Among whose honorable haire that was of colour gray,

One scarlet haire did grow upon his crowne, whereon the stay

Of all his Kingdome did depende.
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