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Historical transition of TOKA-EBISU “Open Gate” Ceremony in Nishinomiya Shinto Shrine

ARAKAWA, Hironori

Abstract

TOKA-EBISU “Open Gate” Ceremony, which is Nishinomiya Shinto shrine’s annual ceremony held at 6:00AM, January 10" After
grand gate was opened, participants run from grand gate to main shrine (the distance is about 230m). After this competition,
Nishinomiya shrine recognizes the persons from the 1* place to the 3™ place as "FUKU-OTOKO (Person with Happiness)". Nowadays,

more than 6000 people participate in this ceremony, and this ceremony became the spectacular event in the Kansai area, Japan.

In this thesis, I traced the transition of the form of this ceremony from ancient times to present times. Especially, I researched from

the newspaper material and the shrine office diary around late Meiji era to early Showa era (1868-1940A.D.), how this ceremony did

change in a social transformation since urbanization in Kansai area. After that, I considered the factor of the transformation of this

ceremony and meanings of this transformed ceremony in the society.
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