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A Study on the practice of public anthropology (1)
- Efforts of the Toka-Ebisu “Opening of the Gate” Ceremony in Nishinomiya Shinto Shrine -

ARAKAWA, Hironori

Abstract
Every year on January 10th, the main gate (known as the “Great Red Gate”) at Nishinomiya Shrine in Nishinomiya City, Hyogo
Prefecture, is opened at 6 AM for visitors to proceed to the main shrine. The event is known as the Toka-Ebisu “Opening of the Gate”
Ceremony. The first three people to arrive at the main shrine are designated Fuku-Otoko (lit. “Men of fortune™).

Media coverage of the event has increased from year to year, with not just local Kansai-area media but also the national television
networks in Japan. Nowadays, from my discourse, this “Opening of the Gate” is not “Event” but “Ceremony or Festival” in folklore terms.
From my recent studies about Nishinomiya Shinto Shrine, lots of participants of this event think this is not a normal event but “annual festival”.
Therefore lots of participants would attend annually. In this report, | would like to describe about “Public Anthropology”. In japan the terms of
“Public anthropology” and “Public Folklore” are getting become popular. So that, some researchers are making efforts to become
anthropologists for the public. Also in my field, Nishinomiya Shinto Shrine, there are lots of historical and cultural milestones recently. In 2004,
there is the big incident around participants. After this incident, some participant and | started to organize “Association for Opening of the Gate
Ceremony Preservation”. It means that the participants became the host of this festival. This is really unique case. Especially, | was also
included in this group. So now this field became one of the public anthropological fields.
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