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An “Ideal Body” in the New Deal—*“Race” into “Machine”

Yoshio Nakamura

Abstract
It is generally said that eugenics up to the 1920s was gradually declined and abandoned according to upheaval of the Nazi regime, and global
denunciation of its inhumane racial discrimination in the 1930s. In addition to such global criticism, in America, according to Franklin. D.
Roosevelt’s New Deal, once eugenically-defined “inferior” races, whose “germ plasm” eugenics had tried to eradicate from society, was
re-incorporated into the American economic system; their re-defined racial presence in society as “cultural diversity” accelerated such
incorporation in America. Then, was eugenics completely abandoned in history in the New Deal? This study’s goal is to verify that eugenics
was still alive in the New Deal, its main principles altered by and succeeded over into industrial designers and their “streamlined” machines. In
this thesis, such echoes of eugenics are investigated and detected in the February 1, 1939 issue of Vogue, which, tying up with the New York

World’s Fair 1939, featured “the woman of tomorrow” and industrial designers’ costume designs for the “new” woman.
This work was supported by JSPS KAKENHI Grant Number JP18K00403.
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Tomorrow’s American Woman may be the result of
formulae—the tilt of her eyes, the curve of her chin, the shade of her
hair ordered like crackers from the grocer. She may be gentle,
sympathetic, understanding—because of a determinable
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combination of genes.  She may be a part of America, the
world-power; or of America, the absorbed state.®
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However, this is how we like to think of the American Woman
of To-morrow: That her face will be beautiful, but that beauty will
not be merely an “assembly-line” product. That her body will be
a perfectly-working machine.... That her mind will work clearly,
unfogged; with cold logic and warm sympathy. That her spirit
will be eager and soaring—but controlled by the knowledge that for
her, too, there will be a Woman of To-morrow. (61)

*%@ﬁﬁ@F%JuFTky79~-?4y@&Jf%@
F7o [EBEICHSRET D~ — ) Thdh b, [l
Tﬁﬁ%éiﬂ%ﬁj&wot%@@%mwiﬁgnéﬁ@
D, ZiE e 1Ic k> T Il S ) (controlled) . 3]
& OTHERE) ¥Rl x 7o THL eois, &Blz, Fhid
MEETOMADLE] ITLoTEAHENS, b, &
O THE) 107 TRKDLME 13, P oBEETE2Ho
[R—3—] ZRRIEZBRT DEAZIANEG OB LIZE
DEHeDTZ,

[FSROH TG AFa—T| TEESNDRELS
oWV te TR LSRRk kthix, 4 T
— 7] B> T3HERBDIT A=A, TL—3 - ZJL
< — (Allene Talmey) DA K TN bR TE D, L [V
F =7 FERE SO A, [FRAPRLTHDZ LD
WS (“A World We'll Never See”) T, 4L —3% [HEH



ALTUIN T2 i S R P AR S 55 525 (20194 1L1)

HNZ B PE SN DR N — DAk 2 Tl 5

...there will be one vast differentiation; reproduction will be
separated from marriage. Somewhere along about 2050 A.D. the
first ectogenetic child, fertilized and grown in a glass tube in a
laboratory, and then born outside the mother’s body, will be just
entering school. ... Genetics, by then, will be an old story. By the
right combination, which almost anybody can reason out
mathematically then, the world will have the kind of people the
world wants. If some one wants them, it will not be difficult to
produce some “fifty-thousand irresponsible, if gifted, mural
painters. (164)
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Through genetics, natural amalgamation, and some force that
no one can quite put his finger on, there will be one race. Man
will be pale, with a coffee-coloured skin, Mongoloid eyes, and he
will be only a little shorter than the average English-man today.
Woman, however, will be about six feet tall, with muscles bulging
like a bag of oranges, and she will be definitely be the sum of
enchantment. (164)
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Criminals, of course, will not be allowed to be born, cancer and
tuberculosis will be curable, and there will be prolonged local
anesthetics. Communities will have a planned birth-rate, and the
population will be kept at a fixed level, but, before that gets
working properly, there may be a rejuvenation problem, for old
people will not die off, and infant mortality will be nothing. Any
one who sneezes in public will be imprisoned. (164)
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All of the trash about Nordics and Aryans which has been
trumpeted by the dictators of Fascist states and by their kept
professors can be dismissed as barefaced lies, which no one with a
knowledge of anthropology and with the slightest rudiment of
scientific judgment believes. (Hooton 248)
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the ‘pure’ racial types are those which are most sharply
delimited in their criminal proclivities, and often also in their
educational attainments and in their choice of occupations.
(Hooton 249)

Z LT, ZoONFEAERNT Ny oOfFE, BEMRETH-
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Each [race] produces its pitifully few men of genius, its hordes
of the mediocre, its masses of morons, and from the very dregs of
its germ plasm, its regiments of criminals. (Hooton 252)
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Every race is criminalistic, and within every race it is the
biologically inferior—the organically unadaptable, the mentally and
physically stunted and warped, and the sociologically
debased—who are responsible for the majority of the crimes
committed.  (Hooton 252)
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