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Hamlet and Kusamakura (1)
Ikuko YOKOYAMA

It has been frequently pointed out that Soseki Natsume’s Kusamakura (The Three-Cornered World) is influenced in many
ways by William Shakespeare’s Hamlet, Prince of Denmark. The influence of the tragedy itself is obvious because the main
character of Kusamakura, who is a painter, refers to Hamlet and Ophelia in some scenes. This article considers a possible
influence of the famous painting of the drowning Ophelia by Sir John Everett Millais.
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Queen. There is a willow grows askant the brook
That shows his hoary leaves in the glassy stream.
Therewith fantastic garlands did she make

Of crow-flowers, nettles, daisies, and long purples,
That liberal shepherds give a grosser name,

But our cold maids do dead men’s fingers call them.
There on the pendent boughs her crownet weeds
Clamb’ring to hang, an envious sliver broke,

When down her weedy trophies and herself

Fell in the weeping brook. Her clothes spread wide,
Which time she chanted snatches of old lauds,

As one incapable of her own distress,

Or like a creature native and indued

Unto that element.  But long it could not be

Till that her garments, heavy with their drink,

Pull’d the poor wretch from her melodious lay

To muddy death. (IV,vii. 165-181)Y
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