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Invention of Toka-Ebisu “Opening of the Gate” Ceremony
A perspective about the state of the Japanese culture after high economic growth

ARAKAWA, Hironori

Abstract
Every year on January 10., the main gate (known as the “red gate™) at Nishinomiya Shrine in Nishinomiya City, Hyogo Prefecture, is opened
at 6 a.m for visitors to proceed to the main shrine. The event is known as the Toka-Ebisu “Opening of the Gate” Ceremony. The first three people to
arrive at the main shrine are designated fuku-otoko (lit. “men of fortune™). Media coverage of the event has increased from year to year, with not just
local Kansai-area media but also the national television networks. Nowadays, we call this “Opening of the Gate” is not a event but “Ceremony”.

How did this ceremony originate? How has it changed over the years and due to what factors? The present article seeks to answer these
questions through an examination of the historical record. Using such contemporary sources as newspapers and the shrine’s daily logs I will
focus in particular on developments in the modern period from later years of the Meiji period (1868-1912) to the present. My goals are to show
how this ceremony changed in parallel with the transformation of modern society, the Pacific war, and high economic growth. Most of Japanese
folklore event was not changed by the pacific war but high economic growth. 12 years ago, researching of this ceremony was started. I traced
“fuku-otoko” from Taisho era to the present. In this thesis, I show that “fuku-otoko” list for understanding social structure among 20% to 21
Century in Hanshin Industrial Area.
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